
Celebration of Resilience
Hasn’t this been a season of upheaval 
all over the world? 

The familiar order of people’s 
daily lives is being disrupted by 
events beyond anyone’s control or 
imagination: earthquakes, political 
uprisings, blizzards, floods, droughts… 
Every day brings a new story.

Even here in Vancouver we are feeling 
subtle shock-waves. Disruptions 
in distant parts of the world have 
triggered sharp rises in prices at our 
grocery stores and gas pumps. 

And all the while, we wait for the 
earthquake and tsunami that are 
predicted for this region! 

 
The key lesson from Japan, we are 
told, is preparedness. The Japanese 
people have been practicing for a 
major earthquake ever since the Kobe 
quake in 1995. Their preparations 
have reduced the physical damage 
and the psychological stress during 
the recent disaster and during the 
long period of reconstruction to come.

This year’s Salmonberry Days is 
a celebration of resilience – the 
resilience of natural systems as well  
as the resilience of human 
communities that work well together 
to solve problems and build a better 
life for their children in good times 
and in bad.

Features:

May 2: “Forager’s meal” of local 
delicacies - cooking class 

May 14: Vancouver’s 125th 
birthday heritage bus trip to 
Breakfast Bay

May 15: Fix-It Market - learn to fix 
lots of things at a country fair in 
Southlands

May 18: Meet the author of The 
Cucumber Tree 

May 26: Pot-luck Supper with the 
Dunbar Transition Group

See details inside…

www.dunbar-vancouver.org

DunbarD
May 1st to May 31st, 2011
Dunbar ’s Environment Festival 

14th Annual

Salmonberry Days

Back again:
FOOD GROWERS 
MEETUPS! 
Every Tuesday night in 
May, 7-9pm, see inside

Salmonberry Days Community Fair, 2010: (above) arts 
and crafts for kids, (right) volunteer ‘bin doctors’ offer 
tips on composting kitchen scaps and home gardening   
Shelby Tay photos

Salmonberry Days is Dunbar’s unique, month-long neighbourhood environment 
festival. It is organized each year by people just like you! We are interested in 
neighbourhood ecology, the history of the neighbourhood, backyard gardening, 
and other pursuits that build a sense of community. If you have never been to 
a Salmonberry Days event, let this be the year you come out and see what it’s 
all about. These family-friendly events can become part of your kids’ childhood 
memories.
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TOONIE TALK SERIES – Thursdays - sponsored by the DVBIA!

Our annual talk series at St. Philip’s explores topics of interest to the 
community. The name “TOONIE TALKS” referred to the donation required  
to pay for the room costs. Due to rising costs, we were  
set to change the name to “THREENIE TALKS” – until the  
Dunbar Village BIA stepped in to provide support to  
cover these costs. Thanks, DVBIA!  

All talks start at 7 pm on Thursdays. Details inside.
May 5 	 Vanishing of the Bees, a documentary film
May 12	 Streetcars of Old Vancouver, with Henry Ewert
May 19	 Urban Agriculture in Vancouver, with Chris Thoreau 
May 26 	Transition Dunbar pot-luck supper, everyone welcome!

NEW TO SALMONBERRY DAYS:

ONE DUNBAR, ONE BOOK!

Announcing our first-ever, one-month, 
neighbourhood-wide book club! We 
will be reading The Cucumber Tree, 
an engaging memoir by long-time 
Dunbar/Kerrisdale resident Bob Ross. 
Copies are available at the Dunbar 
Branch library and at Stong’s. On May 
18th, come meet Bob and join in a 
general discussion about growing up in 
Dunbar (or elsewhere!) in the 1950s. 
Details inside. 

DUNBAR BANNER BAGS!

Thanks to the Dunbar Village BIA and 
the industriousness of volunteers in 
the community, we are offering sleek, 
beautiful, water-resistant courier bags 
made from street banners to carry on 
Salmonberry Days outings. Just right 
to pack a candy bar, a notebook and 
pencil and a field guide. Proceeds from 
the bags will support future projects in 
the community.

DUNBAR IN BLOOM

Pick up your map now to find the 
open gardens! Gardens will be open 
on May 1 and May 28. 

Maps are available ($3) at:
Blight’s Home Hardware - 
3322 Dunbar

Pacific Spirits - 4474 Dunbar

Butter Baked Goods – 4321 Dunbar

Weigh-to-Go - 3545 West 41st

The Natural Gardener -  
4376 West 10th

KJM Nursery - 7226 Blenheim

YOUR MEMBERSHIP in the Dunbar 
Residents’ Association helps make this 
neighbourhood strong and healthy.

Dunbar Residents’ Association 
Box 45572, Westside R.P.O. 
Vancouver, BC V6S 2N5 
604-222-9824 
info@dunbar-vancouver.org 

www.dunbar-vancouver.org
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Intertidal life on English Bay with David Cook (Rosemary Taylor photo)

Dunbar back lane, 2010. Anna Knowlson



SUNDAY, MAY 1

DUNBAR-IN-BLOOM 
Self-guided tour of Dunbar’s prettiest 
gardens 
10:00am – noon, 2:00pm – 4:30pm

Dunbar backyards are preparing for a 
new growing season. See veggies and 
ornamentals, new and established 
gardens, practical demonstrations of 
best practices in natural gardening and 
soil development.
Meeting place:
See the box on page 2 for the locations 
of Dunbar-In-Bloom maps.

Tai Chi for Salmonberry Days! 
10:00 to 10:20am & 2:00 to 2:20pm  

Twenty minute warm ups for your treks 
along the Dunbar in Bloom garden 
tours. Suitable for beginners or those 
with experience, seniors or others 
wishing to improve posture, stamina 
and balance. Wear comfortable 
outdoor clothing and no scented 
products. 
Meeting place:
Back garden at 3531 West 40th Avenue 

Rejuvenating old fruit trees,  
Year Three! 
Noon – 2:00pm

Gary Adams will show us what cuts to 
make in Year Three of the rejuvenation 
project. Bring tools if you have them 
(hand pruner, pruning saw, lopper). 
Meeting place:
Southlands Heritage Farm,  
51st @ Balaclava

MONDAY MAY 2

Creating a ‘forager’s meal’ 
6:00 – 9:00pm

We’ll cook a meal from local wild 
ingredients: sorrel soup, garlic omelet, 
and a side of burdock. Bring your 
aprons and appetites. Register for this 
free workshop by leaving a message at 
604 222-9824.
Meeting place:
St. Philip’s Fireside Room,  
3737 West 27th

TUESDAY, MAY 3

Food Growers Meetup 
7:00 – 9:00pm

Drop-in session to exchange seeds, tips 
and ideas for the new growing season 
with fellow gardeners. (Every Tuesday 
in May)
Meeting place:Southlands Heritage 
Farm, 51st @ Balaclava

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4

Heron Trail Walk 
10:00am - noon

Terry Taylor will lead us down a 
trail we’ve never traveled with him 
before! What will we find on this new 
botany and ecology walk? Bring your 
notebooks, pencils and field guides. 
Meeting place: 
Pacific Spirit Park Centre, north side of 
West 16th just beyond Blanca Street  

THURSDAY, MAY 5

TOONIE TALK

“Vanishing of the Bees” 
7:00pm – 9:00pm

This feature-length documentary film 
looks at the economic and political 
implications of the worldwide 
disappearance of the honeybee 
from its place in today’s agricultural 
landscape. It also examines the ancient 
and sacred connection between 
humans and bees. Narrated by Oscar-
nominated Ellen Page.
Meeting place: St. Philip’s Fireside 
Room, 3737 West 27th

FRIDAY, MAY 6

The Trees of Queen Elizabeth Park 
1:00pm – 3:00pm

John Worrall will review basics of tree 
identification and talk about interesting 
trees growing in the park.
Meeting place: 
Queen Elizabeth Park parking lot

Dunbar’s Night Sky! 
9:30 pm – midnight

Get a close-up look at the heavens 
aided by volunteers from the Royal 
Astronomical Society and their 
huge telescopes. This awe-inspiring 
event is co-sponsored by the Dunbar 
Community Centre with support from 
the Royal Astronomical Society of 
Canada. Kids: bring along your parents. 
Meeting place:
Chaldecott Park, SE corner near the 
playground

FALLBACK PLAN: If the weather is 
cloudy, we’ll postpone the star-gazing 
event to Saturday (May 7). Check for 
updates at www.dunbar-vancouver.org

SATURDAY, MAY 7  
St. Georges School Fair 
 
Foraging Walk 
1:00pm – 3:00pm

Come explore the wild world of native 
edible and medicinal plants (a.k.a 
weeds). Holgar Laerad will provide 
a wealth of information on how and 
when to harvest and enjoy our local 
natural bounty.
Meeting place:
Parking lot entrance to UBC Farm
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Photo: Terry Taylor and the secret lives of 
weeds, 2010 - Anna Knowlson

Photo: Making Hanno’s Sorel Soup, 2010 



SUNDAY, MAY 8

Mother’s Day 
 
Birdsong in the morning 
8:00am – 10:00am

Hear the songs and contact calls of 
our local resident birds as well as the 
migrants that are now arriving. Learn 
new birds and welcome familiar ones 
with Christine Adkins. All ages and skill 
levels welcome. Bring binoculars and 
field guides if you have them.
Meeting place: Entrance to Camosun 
Bog on Camosun @ 19th 

 

MONDAY, MAY 9  (no events scheduled) 

TUESDAY, MAY 10

Food Growers Meetup 
7:00 – 9:00pm

Another weekly drop-in session 
for experienced and novice food 
gardeners. (Every Tuesday in May)
Meeting place: 
Southlands Heritage Farm,  
51st @ Balaclava

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11

Our First Nations Neighbours 
Musqueam Springtime Walk 
10:00am 11:00am

Musqueam Elder Rose Point shows 
us the forest through First Nations’ 
eyes and teaches us some traditional 
uses of native and introduced plants. 
This one-hour walk repeats three 
times: Saturday, May 14th at 1:00pm, 
Wednesday, May 18th at 10:00am, and 
Saturday, May 21st at 1:00pm
Meeting place:
Musqueam Park, south of  
SW Marine Drive on Crown Street

VANCOUVER’S 125TH BIRTHDAY!

A History Walk with John Atkin 
7:00pm – 9:00pm

John Atkin will show us some of his 
favourite historical landmarks in our 
Dunbar neighbourhood. 
Meeting Place:
Dunbar Community Centre front steps

THURSDAY, MAY 12

TOONIE TALK 
The Old Streetcars of Vancouver 
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Henry Ewert’s slides of a bygone era 
– and one that may be coming back 
again, as our city like others re-builds 
the great public transit system that 
once networked the region.
Meeting place:  
St. Philip’s Church Fireside Room,  
3737 West 27th

FRIDAY, MAY 13

Imperial Trail Walk 
6:00pm – 8:00pm

This is Terry Taylor’s signature walk 
along the Imperial Trail powerline. 
Learn all about the unique community 
of plants that grow in disturbed natural 
areas, helping the forest regenerate. 
Meeting place:   
Pacific Spirit Park entrance,  
junction of 29th and Imperial

SATURDAY, MAY 14

VANCOUVER’S 125TH BIRTHDAY! 
NEW! Breakfast Bay Heritage Bus Tour 
9:30am - noon

We’ll travel back to a morning long ago, 
when Captain George Vancouver’s boat 
sailed into Burrard Inlet… Terry Slack 
will take the story from here! Your 
driver is Angus McIntyre, Vancouver’s 
award-winning (and recently retired) 
bus driver. 
Meeting place:
Front steps of Dunbar Community 
Centre. Bus leaves at 9:30 sharp First 
come, first served, 48 seats max. (If 
you miss the bus, catch up with us at 
the Acadia Beach parking lot on NW 
Marine Drive).

Mackenzie Heights Village Country 
Carnival 
11:00am - 3:00pm

Come enjoy a barbecue, family fun, 
contests, giveaways & activities for all 
ages throughout the day.
Meeting place:
Mackenzie @ West 33rd Avenue 

Walk again with Rose Point 
1:00pm - 2:00pm

If you work during the week, here’s 
a second chance to tag along with 
Musqueam Elder Rose Point and learn 
about her community’s traditional uses 
of native and introduced plants. This is 
a repeat of Rose’s walk on May 12th.
Meeting place: Musqueam Park, on 
Crown Street south of SW Marine Dr.

 

SUNDAY, MAY 15

Bird Count at UBC Farm 
8:00am – 11:00am

Join Nature Vancouver’s monthly bird 
survey.  Meet with experienced birders 
for a stroll around the perimeter of the 
farm to record the birds observed.  All 
levels of birders welcomed!
Meeting place:
Parking lot entrance to UBC Farm 
 

 
Take a Walk on the Wild Side 2011 
10:00am – 6:00pm

A fundraiser for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society of Canada and 
Canadian Blood Services hosted by 
Pacific Spirit Park Society. Features five 
nature walks starting on the half-hour 
between 10am and noon, followed by 
an afternoon of live music and displays. 
Contact: photoboots@me.com
Meeting place: West Spanish Banks 
Field, just west of Spanish Banks Creek.
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Photo: Touring the City’s Sunset Nursery, 
2010. Anna Knowlson



Fix-It Market! 
11:00am – 3:00pm

This country fair will feature old-
time skills for restoring, refurbishing, 
repairing and renewing the things 
around your house and garage. Also: 
chicken workshop, pony rides, farmers’ 
market, artisan market, and more. Part 
of the 350 Home & Garden Challenge.
Meeting place: Southlands Heritage 
Farm, 51st @ Balaclava

MONDAY, MAY 16

Trees of Shaughnessy 
6:30pm – 8:30pm

We’ll start by mourning the loss of 
stately trees on the steep lot being 
re-developed at the gateway to 
Shaughnessy. Then we’ll head up the 
hill with John Worrall to appreciate 
the many remarkable trees that still 
remain in this historic Vancouver 
neighbourhood.
Meeting place: 
SE corner of Granville and 16th

TUESDAY, MAY 17

Geology of Point Grey/Burrard Inlet 
11:00 am – 1:00pm

David Cook leads a walk between 
Kitsilano and Jericho beaches looking 
at the rocks and land features of 
Burrard Inlet. You will see coal-bearing 
sandstones laid down in 50-million-
year-old river deltas, the roots of 
32-million-year-old volcanoes, and how 
the unceasing action of the waves is 
slowly eating away the beach frontage. 
Looking around Burrard Inlet, we will 
observe rocks and land forms that 
were created over the last 100 million 
years by plate tectonics, sea-level 
changes and ice movement.
Meeting place:
Volunteer Park, Pt. Grey Road between 
Macdonald and Bayswater.

Food Growers Meetup 
7:00 – 9:00pm

Another drop-in session to exchange 
seeds and tips for the new growing 
season. (Every Tuesday in May)
Meeting place: Southlands Heritage 
Farm, 51st @ Balaclava

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18

Walk again with Rose Point! 
10:00am – 11:00am

A repeat of Rose’s walk on May 12th.
Meeting place:  
Musqueam Park, on Crown Street 
south of SW Marine Dr.

NEW! ~ Author Talk with Bob Ross 
6:30pm – 7:30pm

Bob Ross’s lively memoir will be the 
starting point for a group discussion 
about growing up in Dunbar/Kerrisdale 
(or elsewhere) during the 1950s.
Meeting place:
Dunbar Branch Library

THURSDAY, MAY 19

TOONIE TALK 
Urban Agriculture in Vancouver 
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Urban farmer Chris Thoreau will talk 
about the emergence of a new industry 
in Vancouver. Commercial growers are 
making use of small spaces within the 
city to supply farmers’ markets and 
other food outlets. Chris is forming 
a network to support this emerging 
industry. 
Meeting Place:  
St. Philip’s Fireside Room,  
3737 West 27th

FRIDAY, MAY 20

Moss Walk with Shona 
9:30 am – 11:00 am

Learn to identify the most common 
mosses in our region. Shona tests our 
memories each year with her Plant 
Quiz at the Salmonberry Days Fair – 
pay attention on the walk and you 
might win a prize!
Meeting place:
Camosun Bog boardwalk platform
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Photo: Terry Slack, bringing the Fraser River’s industrial history alive (Helen Spiegelman)

Photo: David Cook’s geology walk, 2010.  
Anna Knowlson



SATURDAY, MAY 21

Deep forest bird walk 
8:00am – 10:00am

Christine Adkins will lead this walk in 
the coniferous forests of lower Pacific 
Spirit Park. Bring binoculars and a field 
guide if you have them.
Meeting place:
Entrance to Pacific Spirit Park at  
33rd & Camosun

Camosun Bog work party 
9:00am – noon

Join the Crazy Boggers for one of their 
weekly work parties. Gerry or Laurence 
will show you the ropes and before 
you know it you’ll be a Crazy Bogger 
yourself.
Meeting place: 
Platform in Camosun Bog,  
enter from 20th or 19th avenues

Here’s Rose Point again! 
1:00pm – 2:00pm

One more chance to take a walk with 
Musqueam Elder Rose Point, who 
generously shares her time each year 
to show us the world through First 
Nations’ eyes. Thanks, Rose!
Meeting place: Musqueam Park, 
Crown Street below SW Marine Drive

SUNDAY, MAY 22

NEW ~ Riverside Walk & Picnic 
11:00am – 1:00pm

We’ll walk eastward on the public trail 
in Southlands to its end, where we 
will stop to picnic and learn about the 
efforts going back decades to complete 

this trail. This walk is in memory of 
naturalist Bert Brink. Bring along a bag 
lunch and a drink.
Meeting place:
South foot of Balaclava Street

MONDAY, MAY 23  

Victoria Day 

TUESDAY, MAY 24

Food Growers Meetup 
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Drop-in session to exchange seeds and 
tips for the new growing season. (Every 
Tuesday in May)
Meeting place: 
Southlands Heritage Farm,  
51st @ Balaclava

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25

Riverfront Bird Walk 
9:30am – noon

Al Grass will lead his walk on the 
riverfront trail to the end of Deering 
Island Park and back. We always see 
a great variety of birds on this walk. 
Bring your binoculars and field guides.
Meeting place:South foot of Blenheim 
Street, right by the river

Exploring the Urban Forest 
6:30pm – 8:30pm

Get to know the trees of the city with 
John Worrall.
Meeting place: The tiny “lookout” 
pocket park north of 16th on Alma, 
overlooking Almond Park 

THURSDAY, MAY 26

TOONIE TALK 
Dunbar Transition Pot-Luck Supper 
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Come learn more about the Transition 
initiative and how we can tackle the 
issues of climate change and peak oil in 
our own lives and together. Meet some 
neighbours and enjoy some great food 
and fun. 
Meeting place: Fireside Room,  
St. Philip’s Church, 3737 West 27th

FRIDAY, MAY 27

Secrets of a Temperate  
Coniferous Forest 
10:00am – noon

On this beautiful forest walk, biologist 
David Cook points out how the 
components of a typical second 
growth forest and invasive plants work 
together to produce a functional but 
ever-changing whole. 
Meeting place:  Trailhead at Spanish 
Banks Beach, NW Marine Drive.

SATURDAY, MAY 28

Imperial Trail Bird Walk 
7:00am – 10:00am

Join this quiet walk with Bill Kinkaid 
along a natural greenway for birds 
where we often see hummingbirds 
attracted by blooming salmonberry 
flowers.
Meeting place:
Park entrance at 29th & Imperial

OPEN GARDENS

Dunbar-In-Bloom #2 
10:00am – noon, 2:00pm – 4:30pm

The spring is in full flush now. There 
will be lots to see on this second 
installment of the Dunbar-In-Bloom 
garden tour.  
Meeting place: See page 2 for the 
locations of Dunbar-In-Bloom maps.

WORLD’S LONGEST GARAGE SALE! 
8th Annual Blenheim Street Bazaar 
10:00am – 2:00pm

30 blocks of bargains on Blenheim 
Street between 16th Ave & SW 
Marine Drive hosted by the Blenheim 
Neighbourhood Group. 
Meeting place:
Look for the yellow balloons!
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Photo: Musqueam elder Rose Point explains 
the cultural significance of the Western Red 
Cedar Helen Spiegelman 
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Photo: Intertidal life up close with 
David Cook, 2010. Anna Knowlson 



MONDAY, MAY 30

Guided Tour of Camosun Bog 
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Join Gerry and Brian for a beautiful 
walk in one of Dunbar’s favourite 
secret places. Hear how volunteers 
have been working for nearly 20 years 
to restore this ancient peat bog with 
its special community of plants and 
animals.
Meeting place: 
Camosun @ West 19th Avenue

TUESDAY, MAY 31

Food Growers Meetup 
7:00 – 9:00 pm

Drop-in session to exchange seeds and 
tips for the new growing season.
Meeting place:
Southlands Heritage Farm,  
51st @ Balaclava
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THANKS to the sewing people who 
created Banner Bags to take on 
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Farm, Angus McIntyre, Gerry Mignault, 
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Printing by Waldo’s
Calendar finishing by Marie Wuschke
Spiral notebooks by Grace Wuschke
Calendar distribution by many  
volunteers on their blocks

www.dunbar-vancouver.org

WE SALUTE the organizations that teamed up with us on events held this month: Blenheim 
Neighbourhood Group, Camosun Bog Restoration Group, City Farmer, the Dunbar Community 
Centre, the Dunbar Branch Library, the Dunbar Food Growers, Mackenzie Heights Business 
Association, H.R. MacMillan Planetarium & the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, Nature 
Vancouver, Pacific Spirit Park Society and the Vancouver Transit Museum Society.

Salmonberry Days Community Fair
SUNDAY, MAY 29 | FAMILY FUN | 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

As part of Vancouver’s 125th Celebration, the Dunbar Community Centre partners 
with the Musqueam First Nation in celebration of our cultural heritage for special 
events including:

* dance and drum performance by the Musqueam
* First Nations cuisine
* First Nations  artists 

The Dunbar Village Business Association will also be contributing to the day with 
many activities – plus, all the usual events and attractions.

Meeting place:  
West Memorial Park out behind the Dunbar Community Centre	

Photo: Salmonberry Days Community Fair, 2010  Shelby Tay
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